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If your Journal is looking a wee bit plump this month, it’s a sign the
industry is gearing up for the busiest stretch of the year. I hope you
stay on top of your Journal reading because the upcoming months will
have plenty of editorials to give you an edge on profits.

September is our annual “10 Mixologists to Watch” column. This annual
recognition selects industry personnel who take our brands to the next
taste level. Many have increased on-premise sales and repeat customers
not only with their creative libations, but also with ingenious bar promos.
This year we’ve added a little kick to the story — “Where are they now?” —
as we see how a few past honorees have progressed.

We profiled The Dalmore’s Master Blender Richard Paterson on the
Brand Profile page. I recently attended The Dalmore Whisky
Masterclass seminar in Miami, conducted by Paterson. What a char-
acter. His comical and never-boring presentation gave me a whole
new appreciation for the Scotch category. Even on- and off-premise
attendees gained a better sense by learning how to advise, discuss,
and sell Single Malts, with a focus on The Dalmore, of course.

Staying on the subject of Single Malts, I was told booze in food was a
big hit at the Fancy Food Show. New HappyGoat Scotch Gourmet
Caramel Sauce, a combination of vanilla beans, caramel and
Aberlour Single Malt Scotch was introduced. Chilean wines had a
big presence as well. Foster Fine Foods showcased wine-infused jams
from Huerto Azul. Selections were Onion Jam in Merlot Wine and
Pear Jam in Merlot Wine. Retailers looking for new products to fill
holiday gift baskets may want to give these a try.

Speaking of Chile, our editorial “Chile’s New Frontier” reveals how
experiments in grape and region are helping to expand wine styles.

Sounds like your store will soon need more shelf space in the South
American section.

In light of our economy and ongoing industry news, closing out 2011
should prove quiet interesting. Until next month —

Cheers,

Wanda G. Rowe

R —
Editor / Publisher
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